MER.OF THEEARTH,
BERY OF THE POOR

By listening with an open heart
to those who are most affected,

we can begin, with the help of the Holy Spirit,
to discern the signs of the times.
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Lord, when we listen with your ears we hear:
the bush grown more silent,

the birdsong less vibrant,

the stream’s sluggish ripple.

Have mercy and open our ears.

Lord, when we look with your eyes we see:

the soil depleted,

the sky smudged,

the oceans rubbished and the great currents slowed.
Have mercy and help us to see.

Lord, when we look with your eyes we see:
the workers who struggle to get by,

the women subjected to violence,

the people who are excluded.

Have mercy and help us to see.

Lord, when we listen with your ears we hear:
the sound of hungry children,

the distress of the mentally ill,

the silent pain of homeless women and men.
Have mercy and open our ears.

Send your Spirit upon us Lord to renew our sight,
to restore our hearing,
and to reclaim your reign of justice for all people
and peace for creation.

AMEN



